PEACE AND RECONCILIATION MISSION
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9th Feb 2008, marked a significant day in the history of Game On! Kenya’s activities ever since its inception after hell broke loose just after the disputed presidential elections. The aftermath of this election has witnessed lots of lives lost, properties looted, houses and churches torched down and a high rise of hatred amongst various communities and tribes that have been living harmoniously and peacefully for decades. On this day, Game On! Kenya joined the national bandwagon campaign of restoring peace and reconciliation in the one time highly rated beacon of Hope country, KENYA.Game On! Kenya took advantage of its embedded sports power by organizing for a peace and reconciliation match to drive home its peace message to the residents of Kiambiu slum and Kenya as a whole.

THE POWER OF THE GAME ON THE PITCH
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It started off by a 10km walk from the South Pole to the North Pole of Kiambiu, with all the participating teams led by the hosts Kiambiu Youth sports going through the inner routes of Kiambiu slums, singing peace songs. The walk ended up at the Kiambiu soccer ground for a peace match between Kiambiu youth sports and Kinyago youth sports. Prior to the commencement of the match, peace statements were read-out by the captains of both sides and a moment of silence in remembrance of those who have lost their lives during the trying times was also observed. The underlining issue of the statements was for everyone to understand the importance of the event and power of building peace through sports.
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THE POWER OF THE GAME ON THE STREETS
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After 30 minutes of soccer play, another walk from the soccer pitch was held, going through all the most affected areas and torched buildings. At every stop of these areas, a moment of silence was observed. Another 20 minutes street soccer match was played inside the Kiambiu slum, just on the streets to get the message quite closer to the community. After the match, peace statements were read-out by the team captains and volunteers. One of the greatest quotes from Martin Luther was read out, (Man must evolve for all human conflict a method which rejects revenge, aggression and retaliation. The foundation of such an impasse in the modern world that we must love our enemies-or else? The chain reaction of evil-hate begetting hate, wars-must be broken, or else we shall be plunged into the dark abyss of annihation)
This was followed by a word of prayer and the Kenyan national anthem’OH GOD OF ALL CREATION....BLESS THIS OUR LAND AND NATION…JUSTICE BE OUR SHIELD AND DEFENDER…MAY WE DWELL IN LIBERTY, PEACE AND UNITY, PLENTY BE FOUND WITHIN OUR BOARDER….
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